
May 2, 2021
 

“God’s Work in Our Hearts Through the Worship”
Nehemiah 8:9-18

A PERSONAL RE-ORIENTATION: RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD. v.9-12
1. The people wept as they heard God’s Word. v.9

x The people had a profound emotional response.  Ref. revival under reforms of King Josiah. 2 Kings 22:1f
2. Nehemiah, Ezra, and the Levites told them to celebrate and rejoice instead. v.10-11

x “Eat the fat and drink sweet wine” = celebratory language in OT
x “Send portions to anyone who has nothing ready” = provide for the poor; language of abundance

3. The people did as they were commanded. v.12

A PERSPECTIVE RE-ORIENTATION: REMEMBERING THE FEAST OF BOOTHS. v.13-18
1. The next day during a Bible study… v.13

x Who was in attendance? The heads of fathers’ households, the priests and the Levites.
2. They read the teaching about the Feast of Booths. v.14-15 (Lev. 23:39-43; Num 29:12-40; Deut 16:13-15)

x This was one of the holidays God commanded Israel to keep annually.
x It was also known as the Feast of Tabernacles or the Feast of Ingathering. It lasted 7 days.
x Began on the 15th day of the 7th month. (mid-October = coincided with final harvesting of crops)
x Make “pretend homes” out of tree branches. “temporary shelters”

3. The Feast of Booths served a threefold purpose in the life of Israel.
x The LORD commanded it to remind them of God’s deliverance out of Egypt. Lev. 23:43: …that your 

generations may know that I made the people of Israel dwell in booths when I brought them out of the land 
of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.
-It reminded them of their history: Their forefathers lived in ‘temporary homes’ for 40 years in the desert.
-It was linked to God’s provision: God supplied manna, quail, and water for 40 years.

x The LORD commanded it to celebrate the harvest of crops—God’s provision. See Deut. 16:13-15
x It directed their attention to the coming Messiah.

4. The people did as the LORD commanded them. v.16-18
x This was the first time the Feast of Booths was celebrated since the days of Joshua (nearly 950 years!).

APPLICATION
1. Consider why God might have wanted them to celebrate the Feast of Booths after completing the wall.

x This was their ‘perspective re-orientation’.
2. “This world is not our home” – or is it?

x Isaiah 66:22: For as the new heavens and the new earth that I make shall remain before me, says the Lord, 
so shall your offspring and your name remain.

x 2 Peter 3:13: But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which 
righteousness dwells.

3. Jesus at the Feast of Booths. John 7



Leviticus 23:39-43: “On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the produce of the 
land, you shall celebrate the feast of the Lord seven days. On the first day shall be a solemn rest, and on the eighth 
day shall be a solemn rest. 40 And you shall take on the first day the fruit of splendid trees, branches of palm trees 
and boughs of leafy trees and willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God seven 
days. 41 You shall celebrate it as a feast to the Lord for seven days in the year. It is a statute forever throughout your 
generations; you shall celebrate it in the seventh month. 42 You shall dwell in booths for seven days. All native 
Israelites shall dwell in booths, 43 that your generations may know that I made the people of Israel dwell in booths 
when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.”

Deuteronomy 16:13-15: “You shall keep the Feast of Booths seven days, when you have gathered in the produce 
from your threshing floor and your winepress. 14 You shall rejoice in your feast, you and your son and your daughter, 
your male servant and your female servant, the Levite, the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow who are within 
your towns. 15 For seven days you shall keep the feast to the Lord your God at the place that the Lord will choose, 
because the Lord your God will bless you in all your produce and in all the work of your hands, so that you will be 
altogether joyful.

Read about Jesus’ attendance at the Feast of Booths in the New Testament: John 7:1-51.
John 7:37-39: On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let 
him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as[a] the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers 
of living water.’” 39 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the 
Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

“God made us to be at home in this world. We are made for this place. Genesis teaches us that God’s good world 
is our rightful home and we cannot be fully human without it! …God designed us to build a relationship with him 
within the context of the world he has made: his kingdom. Heaven is not our final home. Heaven on earth—the 
fulfillment of God’s kingdom—is our home.”

-from The Gospel of Our King, by Bruce Riley Ashford & Heath A. Thomas

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+7%3A37-39&version=ESV

