November 13, 2022
Mark #13
“Who Is He?”
Mark 3:20-35
ACCUSATIONS AGAINST JESUS. v.20-23
1. The accusation of his family/relatives. v.20-21  Ref. Matthew 8:20; Mark 6:4
· After appointing the 12 apostles the ministry continued—and the crowds continued to gather. v.20
· Jesus’ family set out to ‘seize’ him. v.21 Their accusation: He is out of his mind. NASB: ‘lost his senses’
2. The accusations of the scribes who came down from Jerusalem. v.22

· 1st Accusation: He is possessed! (by Beelzebul = the prince of demons. aka. Satan)

· 2nd Accusation: He casts out the demons by the “prince of demons.”
→ NOTE: They didn’t question IF Jesus was actually casting out demons. They questioned HOW he was doing it.
JESUS REFUTED THE SCRIBES. v.23-30
1. Refuting the 2nd accusation: ‘How can Satan cast out Satan?’ v.23-27

· A divided kingdom cannot stand. v.24
· A divided house cannot stand. v.25
· A divided Satan cannot stand. v.26 

· A clarifying analogy. v.27     Ref. Exod 3:22; 12:36; Mark 1:7-8

-Satan is the ‘strong man’ and Jesus has overcome and bound him.

2. Refuting the 1st accusation. v.28-30
· Truly, I say to you… Literally, “Amen.” Most assuredly…
· First: ALL sins will be forgiven the children of man & whatever blasphemies they utter. v.28
· Second: BUT whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness; guilty of eternal sin. v.29
→ Jesus affirms that all sins are forgivable, with ONE FEARFUL EXCEPTION: blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.
William Lane: “By assigning the action of God to a demonic origin the scribes betray a perversion of spirit which, in defiance of the truth, chooses to call light darkness.”
-Isaiah 5:20: Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!

JESUS REDEFINED HIS FAMILY. v.31-35
1. Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. v.31-32
· His mother & brothers were standing outside… v.31
· A crowd was sitting around Jesus and word is passed to him…. v.32
2. Jesus redefined the boundaries of family. v.33-35
· He asked a rhetorical question. v.33
· He looked at those seated close to him and called them his family. v.34
· Those who do the will of God become the family of Jesus. v.35   Ref. Romans 3:9-18; John 6:29
→ We are not to ignore old family boundaries. 5th Commandment. 1 Timothy 5:8
→ But Jesus re-arranges all earthly and cultural boundaries. Luke 14:26: If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.

APPLICATIONS
1. Remember the original audience to whom Mark wrote: those facing persecution for their faith by Nero.
2. What is the truth? Dealing with accusations…
3. What can followers of Jesus anticipate in this life?   Matthew 10:24, 25b: A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master…. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household.
