Genesis #58
August 9, 2026
“Jacob’s Final Years”
Genesis 35:1-29

Studying Genesis clarifies foundational truths—for us and for our world.
e Psalm 11:3: If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?
e Jer. 6:16a: Thus says the Lord: “Stand by the roads, and look, and ask for the ancient paths, where the
good way is; and walk in it, and find rest for your souls.
o Genesis 35 at first looks like a random collection of family history. It's not random. God is intentional.
e We see a tapestry of God’s faithfulness through the generations.

[BACK TO BETHEL. v.1-15)

1. God summoned Jacob to return to Bethel in the land of Canaan. v.1
e Bethel is where Jacob dreamed of a stairway to heaven when he fled from his brother Esau. Ref. Gen. 28
e God promised to protect Jacob and his descendants, and give them the land of Canaan. 28:13-15

e Jacob made a vow to the LORD. 28:20-22

2. Jacob “purified” his household in preparation. v.2-4
e We see Jacob (and his household) repenting—turning away from idols. Heb. “the gods of foreignness’
o He calls his household to ‘put them away’ and ‘purify yourselves' and ‘change your garments.’
_, 1 Thes. 1:9-10: For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you
turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from
the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.
e Three things about repentance:
a.) Repentance is active—take an action step.
b.) Repentance is specific—they put away the foreign gods and earrings—and buried them!
c.) Repentance is life-long. Jacob continued to repent as he grew older.
_, Joshua 24:14-15: Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods
that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve
the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the
River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.

3. Jacob arrived at Bethel and built an altar there. v.5-8
e God protected Jacob and his family as they traveled back to Canaan. v.5

e Jacob arrived at Bethel and built and altar. v.6-7
e Deborah, Rebecca’s nurse, died and was buried under an oak near Bethel. v.8 “oak of weeping”

4. God reaffirmed His covenant promises to Jacob. v.9-15
e God appeared to Jacob again and blessed him. v.9
e God reaffirmed Jacob's name change. v.10 Ref. 32:28
e God reaffirmed the covenant promise. v.11-12 Ref. Gen. 17:1-8
—» The covenant promises are renewed in their totality to Jacob and his descendants.

[GOD’S FAITHFULNESS THROUGH THE SEASONS OF LIFE. v.16-29|
1. God’s faithfulness through life and death.
e Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died. v.8
e Jacob’s youngest son Benjamin was born, but his beloved wife Rachel died in childbirth. v.16-20

e Isaac (Jacob’s father) died. v.27-29

2. God’s faithfulness through family—and family struggles.
e Reuben’s sin with his father’s concubine, Bilhah. v.22
e God provided Jacob with 12 sons—they would become the 12 tribes of Israel. v.23-26
e God reunited Jacob with his father Isaac. v. 27-28
e God reunited Jacob and Esau again for Issac’s burial. v.29

3. God’s faithfulness to His plan of redemption.
—» Psalm 103:15-19; Psalm 105:7-15



1dAB3 10N nes3 JoN [oewys| Jo0N suofeN ay} JoN

&= TAVYSI A « 13VYSI./800Vr = JVvSI — NVYHVYav
wiH panojag-AluQ paAIRoU0D ainjie4 188l d-Buy swbpnp g|geldasoy pooig
pajosfas oym SIH paJalQO Ajgissoduwy) [EJUBUBAOD [ewol] ybnoayy wiH s| poo|g ay) Aq
9S0Y} paAeS Jauleq ay| Sem oH Jno aloqg ey ayy sl oy ul ojeg ay) Aluo paJtonon
0G-4/E€ 'UD ¢¢ ‘Y0 LZ 'Ud Gl 'Uo ¥l ‘Yo 2-9°UD 1A% L€
[ydasor] [paiayQ oeesj juiog oeesj| E_Emm:?‘ "A0Q)| papaziysje| Y 3y I _m:_._ato sloqy| [unjs [ewiuy]

panosay 107

Yelowon) B Woposg

ALINMVHOWINI ATHOM

psjieD weyeiqy panosay YyeoN

1°geg pooi4 syl

NOIOITIY ATHOM NOITT1393d AT4OM

paneg wepy
lled syl

JOVANOg ATHOM

. "8WoY [IM JuepUSIseq Buines v,

Aedq jim weswbpnr,

«SWOD |IIA J248AI8 VY,

(pueNWS U4 "1Q "A9Y :90IN0S)
S9sodind Buiaeg s ,poo jo Bujuuibag ayy,,
SIS9USL) JO MIIAIBAQ dljeludy |

¢l ‘Yo 6-8 'UD €Yo
(uoisioWINo.IO) (moquyeu) (unys)
LNVN3IAOD INVN3IAOD INVN3IAQD
JINVHVYNEY JOIHVON JINvav
uog aundiosiqg sasoding
Buineg BuinoT ssau|nyyie uonendoid uono9|g pue uoljesn
S.po0S $,p09 EAYY) S.p05 S, P05 EAYSY)
ydasop gqooer g oees| weyeiqy yeopN yjog B wepy yjes p suaaeaH

|oels| Jo

juawysiiqels3g

ISHYD Jo
sain}old

sainold
uoneAjes

aunonng
|[eaiBojoay |

ainjpnis
Kiesay



